TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS     SCHOOL

should be stocked with a selection of the Montessori
material, or with the attractive sensory games of
Decroly, with beads for stringing, with mosaics, peg-
boards for making patterns, and various types of jig-
saw puzzle. Through the more ordered play involved
in the use of these occupations, the children will
acquire habits of attention and concentration, since
careful observation of small differences is usually
required for the successful completion of each little
task. While the children are at work with these games,
the teacher will see that they learn to associate the
sensory experience with language: for example, in
naming and describing objects correctly, and in this
way help them to fix their percepts of form, colour and
number.

Finally, we must provide for the child's love of
drawing and painting during the nursery years. At
first the child's desire to use pencil, crayon and brush
is on the same level as his interest in building or playing
with sand. It is not so much that he has an idea to
express, but rather that he wants to see what happens
when he takes a brush and a pot of paint and proceeds
to cover a sheet of paper with it. The astonishing
result must often evoke a sense of power; he repeats
his experiments, and soon the strange shapes that he
produces suggest ideas to him, and his formless drawings
'become a man, a horse, a window, a house, the name
being suggested by some chance likeness. It is sheer
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